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Editorial

Happy Easteto all ourmembersand a new year for the Circulafhe photo on the
coverofthisy ear 6 s i ssues comes from the cameil
an excellent shot it i some while since we had working modern traction on our

cover.

Rather a thin Circular this time, gefit® LEASE put fingers to keyboard and send in
someartiles.1 t 6s YOUR magazine, and candét f un
Fortunately, we have a good stlen of photos to pad it out; also, in order to boost

the word content of this issue, | have included a short piece of my ¢hig might

also appeal to rmbers who have joined us from the Model Railway Club.

| am working on an idea for future articlesvatch out for Reminiscences . . .

Keith Prestonés interesting account of
had a lawnmower called a Suffdlunch andl seem to remember t
lawnmower museursomewher@ver in Lancashire . . .

May | remindyou all that the photoampetition is approaching soget phottingg No
slide categories this timéut transparencies can be scanned & entsdiital.



The Suffolk Punch Keith Preston

The above is the name of a thigey visit that | made from"46™ September
2015, with Harrogate Transport Touring Society. One of the Bradifased Dewhirst
Coaches YJO8DLD was our transport. It was 060t for me, by car to Pannal,
where | had arranged to leave my vehicle in the drive of one of the members.
We picked up in Harrogate centre and Leeds, then travelled via the M62 and A1,
calling for a brief coffee break at Peterborough Services.

The fird visit was to Yeldham Bus Museum, based in a former aircraft
hangar on an old airfield. We learned that this hangar had been moved there from
Biggin Hill in Kent, famous in WWII for Spitfires during the Battle of Britain.
Inside were over 20 buses, phusailway brake van and the body of a Gifeastern
Railway coach destinkfor one of the preserved lines, being worked on by a volunteer
joiner. Preserved buses included five from London Transport. |took a fancy to a
1953 Bristol KSW, reg.no.WNO579,whc h r emi nded me of my
travel by West Yorkshire Road Car Co. around the Bingley & Keighley areas. We
were given a ride on a recent acquisition, 1998 Dennis Dart siegle R721DJW,
donated to the museum by First Eastern Bus. The ddweérus round the local area,
pausing at Halstead, not far from a former railway, but nothing remained except a pub
call ed AThe L oc o wmanted sign,avhich lodked likeccamotion we | |
from the Stockton & Darlington Railway, over 250 mileghe north!! There was no
brewerds name, and we hadndét time to sa

Ouir first railway visit was to the Colne Valley Railway for a private viewing.
This railway was in the news earlier in 2015, as their landlord had given them notice
to quit. Fortunately, a suitable agreement has been reached, enabling the railway to
remain, but their site will be smaller. The workshops for restoring LMS Class® 4
45293 and 45163, and sections of the sidings, will have to move, but there is a
reasonableraa to allow the railway to function. Stock seen was as follews :
W55033, 56287 dmu, 141008 still in WYPTE red/cream livery, 47771, D2184,
D2711, railbus W79978, D2041, two-&40D army diesels, HE(?)-6-0ST WD190
(steamable), sleepirgar E10511, sevalt coaches, and two dXoyal Mail Postal
Sorting Coaches, fully restored. There were a couple of boilers, cabs and frames
scattered around, including that of SR Merchant Navy 35010. We had a ride round in
W55033 ftlaumbl end on t lminidwejralvag didsel 51 0 g ¢
hauled. The Colne Valley Railway was established on a site without any station.
Buildings have been brought from other areas, and a very good job has been done.
Their current line goes about one mile in one direction, arfcahralle the other.
There is anothemailway museum at Chappel and Wakes Colne station, on the Marks
Tey-Sudbury branch line, but no visit was possible, as there was@&from there
available to show us round and open the locked & gated level crossing.
At 16:00 we left, and checked in at 17:15 at the Best Western hotel at Marks Tey. As
it was just B&B for two nights, we had to make our own arrangements for evening
meals. Several HTTS members caught buses into nearby Colchester, but | decided to
walk toMarks Tey station to observe the passing trains. The majority of the passenger
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|S|t to Colne Valley Railway, Essex i 4 Sépt 2015 Keith Preston
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W55033, HTTS

TPO, Colne Valley Railway, Essex i 4 Sept 2015 Keith Preston
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Vintage agricultural machinery ex-MoD Bentwaters, Rendlesham

, Suffolk 5/9/2015 Keith Preston

Jets waiting restoratio, ex-MoD Bentwaters, Rendlesham, Suffolk 5 Sept 2015 Keith Preston



trains were emus of class 321/3 or 321/4, or 360/1 series. However, through
Liverpool StreetNorwich trains were class 9tauled with DVT. In my dhour stay |

saw 9000690012, 90001, 90014 on the fast expresses, and three freightliners with
90049, 66739 and an unidentified 660xx. | returned to the fastpbrk & leek

sausages, mash&t eamed vegetables, washed down

Saturday % Septembet A lovely sunny morning. After a hearty buffet breakfast,

Peter Seeward, one of our volunteer coach drivers, had organised a private visit
including hot lunch, to the former RAF/USAF Bentwaters. The airfield, built in 1942,
was not operational until 194#&hen 129 Squadron RAF arrived with P51 Mustangs.

The USAF took over from 1951, remaining until the base closed in 1993. Around
Christmas 1980 there was the Rendlesham UFO Incident, when an unidentified craft
was reported to have landed in the forega@eht to the base. Recently | watched a
rerun of an episode of ANew Trickso whi
difference being thah the TV versiot he A UFOO0 crashed causi
inquisitive journalist. Today, the 1980 Reastham Incident remains a mystery.

In the 199006s, a |l ocal farmer, Bill Ken
farm backs onto the area, and he created a new entrance by cutting a large hole in the
perimeter fence. Like many redundant airfieldsuad the UK, the site has

warehousing, workshops, offices, archive storage and secure bunkers (useful for
vintage wine and other expensive commodities). Several premiseshsed out to

provide valuablericome. Bill told us that there was now a hofdaompany,

comprising seven farms. He acted as the guide, as we used our own Dewhirst coach t
traverse this vast area. In the 19500s
to enable the largest USAF/RAF transport planes to takendffaand. Thee were

many blastpoof hangars with electronic doors,-30 aircraft dispersal areas in
surrounding woodland, and a higkcurity compound where nuclear warheads had

been stored in bunkers. The control tower was still in place, but if any aimoraft

want to land there is no radar to help, so it is restricted to light aircraft. When the

USAF ran the base, the runway was amongst the largest in Western Europe.

A film production area is run by Bill &s
vehicles ad some jet aircraft needing lots of attention before they can fly again.

Over many years, Bill had amassed a superb array of agricultural machinery from all
over the world, the majority being his 200+ tractors, housed securely in three separate
buildings. There were examples of steam traction and ploughing engines, including
John Fowler & Co. (Leeds), Robey & Cairfcoln), Chas. Burrell & SonsThetford),
Ransomes Sims & Jeffries (Ipswich). Bill proudly showed us their own biomass mini
power station, wich uses surplus vegetable plant from the thousands of tons of

onions, carrots and potatoes grown & sold on the farm consortium. Our visit,
including a hot lunch served in AThe Di
four hours. We came away tilasting memories from a person whose knowledge

and experience was amazing. The majority of the properties in the village of
Rendlesham were built for RAF/USAF personnel, with all local facilitieburches,



schools, playingields etci provided. ltwas obvious that millions of pounds and

dollars had been spent while the base was under USAF control.

Nowadays visitors on Sundays only can visit the Cold War Museunt h a c¢ hi |
play area; anderf r eshment s avail abldevelegtentiasthee Di 1
opening of the control tower. Future leteym aspirations are for a more extensive
museum to include all the historic agricultural and military machinery, provided all

the Health and Safetynd Public Liability issues calpe resolved.

Sunday6™ Septi A later start at 09:00, and the short drive for our visit to Ipswich
Transport Museum, housed in a former trolleybus depot. Here is one of the earliest
fire-pumps,dt ed 1732, b u twhithcalntrgd hodse thimcarhee There o0 m
was arearly Ipswich singledeck trolleybus reg.no.DX3988, which | had

photographed in 1965 at the Clapham Museum. Trams, buses, trolleybuses, cars,
lorries, bicycles and railwayana were all exhibited, and the museum is well worth a
visit. We were guided arouray a couple of valnteers, who had arrived for 0245

entry. Normal hours for Sundays are 1013030. One of the volunteers drove us

around the Ipswich area in an Eastern Counties 1964 Bristol Lodekka reg.GNG125C,
fleet no. LFS125. After light reéshments in the cafe we leftrfour final visit of the

tour to Bressingham, near Diss, arriving at 13:00. Inside one of the indoor railway
areas was a model railway exhibition.

in operation, dueto atrackfau , but both 26 gauge and
operation and very popular on this sunn
994 of 1909 A-0ST George Sholtploco No.2Bevan0-4-0ST built at Bressingham

in 2010. On t-A-@STStChdstogharibltey tedEgmodr Railway

in 2001. Standard gauge locos seen werBRshunter 11104, a former RH

industrial 04-0DM No.1, BeyerGarratt 04-0+0-4-0 William Francisex-Baddesley
Colliery, Warwickshire (BeyePeacock 6841/1937); also twaivegian locos 5-0

King Haakon plinthed at the car park, anel®-0 No.5865Peer Gynt The 150
Krupp 46-0 Rosenkavaliewas on display amongst the model railways. Sadly, the
large horticultural outdoor displaywhich used to be seen from tharrow gauge

lines, have disappeared, although the formal gardens survive, accessed from a separat
pedestrian entrpoint. The steam gallopers carousel was working, and was popular
with the public.

We left at about 17:00 for the long drive back in thectoaA short stop at Blyth

Services on the A1M from 19:820:20 was followed by a good run back, to arrive in
Harrogate for around 22:00. | collected my car, and arrived back at Tosside at 23:00
after an excellent trip.

Circle Photography Competition Tom Ickringill

Again, our biannual photographic competition is uponomsWednesday'®

November. This ishe second to be held at our new meeting venue of the Sedbergh
Community Centre. The Olympics will be well finished (I hope) by the competition
dateso t hereds no excuse and hopefully ti
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For this year, the categories have changed, whicma#llbe inroughlythe same

format as other railway groupphotographic competitions. Beingell into the digital
age, it has been decided tha 35mm Slide sections will no longer be categories, but
replaced by digital images only.

The new categoriegre as follows-

Digital Image - Steam

Digital Image i Modern i Diesel or Electric
Black & White Print i Steam or Modern
Colour Print 7 Steam

Colour Print T Modern i Diesel or Electric
Humorousi Digital Image or Print

....and, there will be an overall winner, albeit print or digital image.
The basic rules for entry are :

No print should have been entered in a BRC photographic competitiore pef
Maximum size for print should be no greater than A4

Maximum number of entries for prints4

Maximum number of entries for digital images, per categdy

All digital images should be sent, by 1 November 2016, preferably by email (marked
02016 oBpCGtd t i ond) J pholdenl1®e@hetmaildoouk .dPeter

has also volunteered to scan slides which are only to be submitted for entry into the
digital images sections.

We already have a judge (whoshis to remain anonymous at this juncture) and |

hope there will be a prolific number of entries that will break all recosts come

on, get out of your armchairs, stop watching that boring television and get prepared to
make this a mega occasion. (ffifortunately yowill be away, or have a previous
engagement, then you can email/pass your entries to either myself, Peter Holden or
another committee member prior to the e
readers of the Circular, there are thos@agst you who find it difficult to muster up

the effort, but | know you have taken photos of the railway scene in one form, shape

or another at some time (many of you have been sedndli) out those precious

moments and share them with the rest of ENTER !!!

N.B. Prints and/or digital imagesthat are entered which show obvious digital
enhancement will be disqualified


mailto:pholden1960@hotmail.co.uk

Also, it would be an aid to the judge that all prints are entered before the start, so,
therefore the final time for entry is 7.p5m.

Circular Bits Chris Taylor

NEW STATIONS

Apperley Bridge between Leeds & Shiplepened on 13th December, 2015 and is
served by the haflfiourly Leeds to Bradford Forster Squénansduring day time and
the Leeds to Skiptotrains in an eveniyy on Sunday the hourly Leeds to Bradford
service calls.Kirkstall Forgestation is expected to openEdster 2016the delay is
due to problems wh the access road.

LEEDS

The new southern entrance to City station opened on 3rd January, 2058eFhe
which lead from the nedhe southern concourse (north entrance) down to the dark
arches are to be closed.

S&C

A major landslip has been detected around 3 miles north of Armathatdtden
Brow, wherethe fieldbelow the railway is gradually slippingto the River Ederand
this is turn couldallow the railwayline to slip. Reopening is many months away.

VTEC

Virgin Trains East Coast have announced an additional 42,000 seate)x&d2rains
between London &dinburgh from 16th May, 2016. The extrains are an extension
of the current London to Newcastlains northward to Edinburgh (& vice versa).
From King's Cross the aditinal departures are at 0611%)30, 1330 & 1935 with
Edinburgh departures at 0900, 1300, 1600 & 193fs is will result h a near half
hourly VTEC AnglaScottish service.

www.flickr.com/fenaybridge

Special Traffic Notices

Will members please take note of the following points :
1 Fire Precautions Please familiarise yourselves with the positions of fire
exits and extingwhers at Sedbergh Community Centre.
T Member sé Dilrs eetaro fiot fee advertising imhe Circular
members receive 10% discount on cash purchases at Frizinghall Model
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2-ft Qéugé loco No.2 Bevan, built
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o-ft gadg&spBreasmmghan?i 6 Sept 2015 Keith Preston
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E;zmw ICKETS

o TR zmrﬂ!""’”m”s

Eastern Counties Bristol Lodekka, Ipswich Transport Muséurh i 6 Sept 2015 Keith Preston

Early single-deck trolleybus, Ipswich Transport Museum i 6 Sept 2015 Keith Preston
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